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With two decades of business and leadership experience, Jessica has worked 
with companies and not-for-profits helping them create and develop growth 
strategies. Her  expertise lies at the intersection of marketing and technology 
with an emphasis on relationship building as a business development tool.   
For over a dozen years she has presented at conferences across North 
America sharing her knowledge and passion for communication and 
connecting. With nearly a decade as an entrepreneur, she understands 
the challenges and opportunities facing today’s marketplace.
She’s the author of two books and often called on by industry and main stream 
publications to offer comments on hot topics and issues relating to business.

marketing  •  event design •  networking  & relationship building
 technology and digital trends •  leadership  •  facilitation

small business strategy  •  volunteerism & CSR  •  personal growth  

Jessica is President of Seven Degrees Communications, a strategic marketing firm.
She’s served on the board of NYPCMA for six years and is an active 
volunteer with the charities, Operation BBQ Relief and The Bowery Mission.
Accomplishments include being named a 2017 Brand Builder by Leading 
Women Entrepreneurs, being inducted in the New Jersey Advertising Hall of 
Fame and a Top 50 Woman in Business by NJBiz. Meetings and Conventions 
Magazine recognized her as a Top 25 Woman in the industry. She was honored 
as Volunteer of the Year by the Association for Accounting Marketing and 
was a finalist for the PCMA Foundation’s Community Advocate of the Year.  
She earned an MBA from Rutgers and a Bachelor of Science from 
Florida State University. She  holds the designations: Certified Meeting 
Professional, Certified Association Executive and Digital Event Strategist.

jessica leigh levin, mba, cmp, cae, des

Professional Speaker,  Connector,  Strategist
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The Art of Connecting People:  
Why Planners Should be Master Connectors

If you have been in the industry long enough you know that the 
reasons people attend events are networking and education. Solid 
education is imperative to the success of an event. However, it’s 
often networking and relationship building that creates an emotional 
connection to your event and organization and that’s what keeps 
people coming back. This session will explore the importance of 
being a connector and how planners can facilitate relationship 
building among their attendees. We will discuss techniques that can 
help to foster relationships with and without the use of technology.

From social events to the educational sessions, you’ll learn how 
to weave networking into your conference in a way that creates 
meaningful connections while achieving event goals.

Learning Objectives:

• Understand the different roles planners have with their attendees  
and how they can connect them based on these roles.

• New ideas for event design that fosters relationship building to 
society.
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Keynote: Unsolicited Advice for Being Human

Developed from her book, Everyone Has Sh*t: Unsolicited Advice for 
Being Human, this keynote presentation serves as a reminder that 
life can be challenging, but embracing positivity, common sense 
and kindness, makes it a bit easier to thrive. Weaving inspiration 
and humor into the session, Levin shares deeply personal stories and 
lessons for dealing with what life throws at you. This session offers 
tips for self-reflection and self-care. At the end, attendees will feel 
more empowered and optimistic. In a world filled with adversity, who 
couldn’t benefit from some unsolicited advice?

Learner Outcomes:

• The realization that life is challenging for everyone, but how  
you deal with it matters most.

• Practical tips for managing stress and dealing with people.
• Ideas for increasing confidence and being a better contributor  

to society.
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Daydreaming the Perfect Event

When we get into the groove of our daily lives, finding time to 
develop creative solutions can take the back burner.  However,  
as event professionals, the success of our programs can live or  
die based on innovation, or lack of it.   

In this session that gives planner a chance to recharge and refocus, 
Jessica Levin will give attendees a tool kit for innovative event design 
and tips for tapping into their own creativity. Before jumping into the 
creative process, Jessica will lead them in some exercises that will 
open up their minds to amazing possibilities. Designed for attendees 
to work in pairs, they will have the chance to borrow ideas from their 
partner while getting an outside perspective.  

The session set-up should be comfortable, allowing people to 
feel unrestricted as they explore the possibilities for an upcoming 
program.   They will get to focus on one particular aspect of  
meeting planning from educational session design,  networking, 
social events or marketing.  

Learning Outcomes:   

• Tools to tap into creativity that can be used during WEC and  
back at the office.

• The outline of a plan to implement a creative and innovative 
solution for an upcoming event.
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The Art of Connecting People

Based on the book, Perfect Pairings: The Art of Connecting People,  
this session is full of both inspirational stories and practical, actionable 
tips on how being a connector can transform your personal and 
professional life.  Whether you are new to business networking or 
are looking for tips to up your game,  The Art of Connecting People 
will leave you with desire to help others achieve their goals and will 
provide you with the steps on how to do it.  The session will give you 
specific takeaways on how to start conversations, how to best sell 
yourself by helping others and how to create relationships that will 
lead to real business.

Learning Objectives:

• Understand the difference between networking and connecting.
• Understand the common traits that all connectors possess.
• Understand what steps need to be taken to become a master 

connector.
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Connecting in A Digital World

As the world learns to co-exist with technology, we are tasked with 
balancing digital convenience with human connection.  From texting 
our clients as well as our spouses, both businesses and individuals 
struggle to connect and communicate.  This session discusses what 
communication really looks like today and what role technology 
does and should play.  We will discuss how the use of technology 
positions your brand and why one size does not fit all. 
This session will dive into what being connected or disconnected 
truly means and how we can manage technology so that it doesn’t 
manage us.

Learning Objectives:

• Understand how to determine your digital culture and rules.
• Tips for communicating better in a digital world.
• Understand at where we are heading and how to adapt to remain 

modern and truly connected.
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The Art of Connecting Volunteers

Connecting People is an Art.  Volunteer and membership 
organizations often struggle to get people excited and to maintain 
their enthusiasm throughout the year. During this program, Jessica 
Leigh Levin, Author of Perfect Pairings: The Art of Connecting People, 
will apply some of the principles of connecting people that are found 
in her book.  Association Executives and CEOs will walk away with tips 
and action items that will help them create better relationships with 
their volunteers.  

Learning Objectives:

• How to build trust with members through listening, following up, 
responding to questions and helping with personal needs.

• How to overcome volunteer objections such as budget and time 
concerns.

• A plan to better connect volunteers with one another through 
mentor/mentee programs, a buddy system and/or e-mail 
introductions.

• A developed approach to helping your members feel 
appreciated. 
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