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8th Grade Graduation Picture

Lexington Grade School May 1968



IMPORTANCE OF
REPRESENTATION AND ROLE
MODELS IN EDUCATION TO
LIFE-LONG LEARNER



August 28, 1963 -

I was 9 years old, I never heard that speech, no TV, 
no Radio, no newspaper article.

Five years leader, the same story, but I was 13 years 
old, an 8th Grade student  on Thursday, 4 April 1968, 
Martin Luther King was shot dead while standing on 
a balcony outside his second-floor room at the 
Lorraine Motel in Memphis.

I was 14, a new freshman at CBC Military Institute,  
when I first heard the N-word from someone at the 
front of the classroom, and all the faces turning to 
see how I would react.



MARTIN LUTHER NEVER KNEW THAT BECAUSE OF HIM
● MY PARENT’S MINDSET CHANGED ABOUT SENDING ME TO CBC MILITARY

INSTITUTE (AN ALL WHITE SCHOOL)

● I CHANGED MY PEERS MINDSET AT CBC ABOUT MY ABILITIES (FROM THAT-
WORD TO SCHOLAR LEADER TO MILITARY LEADER (DRILL PLATOON
COMMANDER & BRIGADE ADJUTANT)

● MY PERSONAL MINDSET PROVIDED A RESISTANCE TO RACISM (ACTIONS LOUDER
THAN WORDS)



Brigade Adjutant,
Damien Saber Leadership Award,
School Record, 400-yard Dash
National Honor Society, 
Saint Louis University Scholarship, 
Nomination to United States Naval 
Academy

1968-1972



Established on 10 October 

1845, under Secretary of the 

Navy George Bancroft,  

Annapolis is the second oldest 

of the United States five service 

academies and educates officers 

for commissioning primarily into 

the United State Navy and the 

United States Marine Corps.



First Black to 

Graduate on 

June 3, 1949

Wesley Brown





Plebe Summer – July 1972



December 1972



Class of 1975

Mentorship and Leadership Development.

Ebony 
Magazine 
1975



"LEADERSHIP IS ABOUT MAKING OTHERS

BETTER AS A RESULT OF YOUR PRESENCE

AND MAKING SURE THAT IMPACT LASTS

IN YOUR ABSENCE." 

SHERYL SANDBERG



1976 Spring Set   
First 

Black Brigade 
Commander











2nd Lieutenant 
June 1976



•

•

•



Major 1987
Operation Desert Shield - 1990 
Operation Desert Storm - 1991



MY EDUCATION IN ARMS

UNSTATED RITE OF PASSAGE

MY CALL TO DUTY



Teachers are the 

unsung heroes who 

have the opportunity 

to shape a student’s 

character and future.



What is Your Why Today – Turn and Talk – 30 Seconds



THE FOUR STEPS TO BECOMING A TEACHER LEADER

1. BECOME A HIGHLY EFFECTIVE TEACHER BY CULTIVATING A GROWTH

MINDSET AND CONTINUOUS LEARNING.

2. FIND A MENTOR-BUILD RELATIONSHIPS AND COLLABORATE

WITH COLLEAGUES.

3. BECOME A CHANGE AGENT - ADVOCATE FOR EQUITY AND

DIVERSITY IN EDUCATION – CREATE OPPORTUNITIES

4. LEAD BY EXAMPLE WITH PASSION AND EMPATHY – WRITE WITH

PASSION



Published July 5, 2017



Four score and seven 
years ago our fathers 
brought forth, upon 
this continent, a new 
nation, conceived in 
liberty, and dedicated 
to the proposition that 
all men are created 
equal. 

July 12, 2017



THE FUNCTION OF EDUCATION IS TO TEACH ONE TO THINK
INTENSIVELY AND TO THINK CRITICALLY. INTELLIGENCE
PLUS CHARACTER - THAT IS THE GOAL OF TRUE
EDUCATION.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

(www.brainyquote.com, 2019)

http://www.brainyquote.com


Keynote Speaker at Mount San Jacinto 
College on January 21, 2019, at the 13th
Martin Luther King Birthday Celebration.  
I stated that Dr. King “had a vision. He 
had a dream. I didn’t know that at the 
time he was speaking about me.”



Published September 7, 2020



MY THOUGHTS ABOUT FACING DEATH

June 2017-October 2019August 1990-February 1991

February 2023 – October  2023 ® 
PSA 7.0                PSA 1.9

COVID-19 March 2020- November 2022



April 23, 2023April 30, 2023



INCLUSION IS NOT A

MATTER OF POLITICAL

CORRECTNESS. IT IS THE

KEY TO GROWTH, UNITY, 

AND SUCCESS."



TOP 5 QUALITIES OF EFFECTIVE 
TEACHERS, ACCORDING TO 

TEACHERS
•Ability to develop trusting, productive relationships.
•Patient, caring, kind.
•Knowledge of learners.
•Dedication to teaching.
•Subject matter knowledge.



“Conscience is the root of all true courage; if a man would be brave let him obey 
his conscience.” 

–James Freeman Clarke



ARE YOU A COURAGEOUS 

TEACHER?





MY JOURNEY - ADVOCACY IS MY WEAPON
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●
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Teacher Leaders 

Keynote Speaker

Amazon Future Engineer Ambassador -2024-2026



October 8, 2023



Making Math Fun for Elementary 

Schools 2018-2023





Class of 2023 Class of 2024
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